
YA Dystopian Book List 

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld (Uglies #1) 
Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait. In just a few weeks she'll have the operation 
that will turn her from a repellent ugly into a stunning pretty. And as a pretty, she'll be catapulted 
into a high-tech paradise where her only job is to have fun. But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure 
she wants to become a pretty. When Shay runs away, Tally learns about a whole new side of the 
pretty world—and it isn't very pretty. The authorities offer Tally a choice: find her friend and turn 
her in, or never turn pretty at all. Tally's choice will change her world forever.... 
 
Sky’s End by Marc J. Gregson (Above the Black #1) 
Exiled to live as a Low under the merciless rule of the Meritocracy, sixteen-year-old Conrad 
refuses to become heir to his murderous uncle. But when behemoth sky serpents attack the 
floating island of Holmstead and devour Conrad’s ailing mother, Conrad cuts a deal to save the 
only family he has left. To rescue his sister from his uncle’s clutches, Conrad must enter the 
Selection of the Twelve Trades. Freshly recruited into Hunter, the deadliest of all the Trades, 
Conrad endures vigorous training, manipulative peers, and the Gauntlet—a brutal final 
challenge that pits Conrad’s skyship crew against the very terrors that orphaned him. As Conrad 
competes in the lowest of stations, he overhears whispers of rebellion in the dark. Conrad had 
never known anything existed below the toxic black clouds of the Skylands . . . until now. 
 
Snowglobe by Soyoung Park (Snowglobe Duology #1) 
In a world of constant winter, only the citizens of the climate-controlled city of Snowglobe can 
escape the bitter cold—but this perfect society is hiding dark and dangerous secrets within its 
frozen heart. Enclosed under a vast dome, Snowglobe is the last place on Earth that’s warm. 
Outside Snowglobe is a frozen wasteland, and every day, citizens face the icy world to get to 
their jobs at the power plant, where they produce the energy Snowglobe needs. Their only 
solace comes in the form of twenty-four-hour television programming streamed directly from the 
domed city. The residents of Snowglobe have fame, fortune, and above all, safety from the 
desolation outside their walls. In exchange, their lives are broadcast to the less fortunate 
outside, who watch eagerly, hoping for the chance to one day become actors themselves. 
Chobahm lives for the time she spends watching the shows produced inside Snowglobe. Her 
favorite? Goh Around, starring Goh Haeri, Snowglobe’s biggest star—and, it turns out, the key 
to getting Chobahm her dream life. Because Haeri is dead, and Chobahm has been chosen to 
take her place. Only, life inside Snowglobe is nothing like what you see on television. Reality is a 
lie, and truth seems to be forever out of reach. 
 
Powerless by Lauren Roberts (The Powerless Trilogy #1) 
She is the very thing he’s spent his whole life hunting. He is the very thing she’s spent her whole 
life pretending to be. Only the extraordinary belong in the kingdom of Ilya—the exceptional, the 
empowered, the Elites. The powers these Elites have possessed for decades were graciously 
gifted to them by the Plague, though not all were fortunate enough to both survive the sickness 
and reap the reward. Those born Ordinary are just that—ordinary. And when the king decreed 
that all Ordinaries be banished to preserve his Elite society, lacking an ability suddenly became 



a crime—making Paedyn Gray a felon by fate and a thief by necessity. Surviving in the slums as 
an Ordinary is no simple task, and Paedyn knows this better than most. Having been trained by 
her father to be keenly observant since she was a child, Paedyn poses as a Psychic in the 
crowded city, blending in with the Elites as best she can to stay alive and out of trouble…easier 
said than done. When Paeydn unsuspectingly saves one of Ilya’s princes, she finds herself 
thrown into the Purging Trials. The brutal competition exists to showcase the Elites’ 
powers—the very thing Paedyn lacks. If the Trials and the opponents within them don’t kill her, 
the prince she’s fighting feelings for certainly will if he discovers what she is…completely 
Ordinary. 
 
The Maze Runner by James Dasher (The Maze Runner #1) 
If you ain’t scared, you ain’t human. When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can 
remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. 
Nice to meet ya, shank. Welcome to the Glade. Outside the towering stone walls that surround 
the Glade is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it 
through alive. Everything is going to change. Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the 
message she delivers is terrifying. Remember. Survive. Run. 
 
Matched by Ally Condie (Matched #1) 
In the Society, officials decide. Who you love. Where you work. When you die. 
Cassia has always trusted their choices. It’s hardly any price to pay for a long life, the perfect 
job, the ideal mate. So when her best friend appears on the Matching screen, Cassia knows 
with complete certainty that he is the one…until she sees another face flash for an instant 
before the screen fades to black. Now Cassia is faced with impossible choices: between Xander 
and Ky, between the only life she’s known and a path no one else has ever dared 
follow—between perfection and passion. 
 
Legend by Marie Lu (Legend #1) 
What was once the western United States is now home to the Republic, a nation perpetually at 
war with its neighbors. Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, 
fifteen-year-old June is a prodigy being groomed for success in the Republic's highest military 
circles. Born into the slums, fifteen-year-old Day is the country's most wanted criminal. But his 
motives may not be as malicious as they seem. From very different worlds, June and Day have 
no reason to cross paths - until the day June's brother, Metias, is murdered and Day becomes 
the prime suspect. Caught in the ultimate game of cat and mouse, Day is in a race for his 
family's survival, while June seeks to avenge Metias's death. But in a shocking turn of events, 
the two uncover the truth of what has really brought them together, and the sinister lengths their 
country will go to keep its secrets. 
 
The Darkest Minds by Alexandra Bracken (The Darkest Minds #1) 
When Ruby woke up on her tenth birthday, something about her had changed. Something 
alarming enough to make her parents lock her in the garage and call the police. Something that 
gets her sent to Thurmond, a brutal government “rehabilitation camp.” She might have survived 
the mysterious disease that’s killed most of America’s children, but she and the others have 
emerged with something far worse: frightening abilities they cannot control. Now sixteen, Ruby 
is one of the dangerous ones. When the truth comes out, Ruby barely escapes Thurmond with 
her life. Now she’s on the run, desperate to find the one safe haven left for kids like her—East 
River. She joins a group of kids who escaped their own camp. Liam, their brave leader, is falling 
hard for Ruby. But no matter how much she aches for him, Ruby can’t risk getting close. Not 



after what happened to her parents. When they arrive at East River, nothing is as it seems, least 
of all its mysterious leader. But there are other forces at work, people who will stop at nothing to 
use Ruby in their fight against the government. Ruby will be faced with a terrible choice, one 
that may mean giving up her only chance at a life worth living. 
 
Divergent by Veronica Roth (Divergent #1) 
In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five factions, each dedicated 
to the cultivation of a particular virtue—Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), 
Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed day of 
every year, all sixteen-year-olds must select the faction to which they will devote the rest of their 
lives. For Beatrice, the decision is between staying with her family and being who she really 
is—she can't have both. So she makes a choice that surprises everyone, including herself. 
During the highly competitive initiation that follows, Beatrice renames herself Tris and struggles 
alongside her fellow initiates to live out the choice they have made. Together they must undergo 
extreme physical tests of endurance and intense psychological simulations, some with 
devastating consequences. As initiation transforms them all, Tris must determine who her 
friends really are—and where, exactly, a romance with a sometimes fascinating, sometimes 
exasperating boy fits into the life she's chosen. But Tris also has a secret, one she's kept hidden 
from everyone because she's been warned it can mean death. And as she discovers unrest and 
growing conflict that threaten to unravel her seemingly perfect society, she also learns that her 
secret might help her save those she loves . . . or it might destroy her. 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins (The Hunger Games #1) 
Winning means fame and fortune. Losing means certain death. The Hunger Games have 
begun… In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a 
shining Capitol surrounded by twelve outlying districts. The Capitol is harsh and cruel and keeps 
the districts in line by forcing them all to send one boy and one girl between the ages of twelve 
and eighteen to participate in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death on live TV. 
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a death sentence when she steps forward to 
take her sister's place in the Games. But Katniss has been close to dead before-and survival, 
for her, is second nature. Without really meaning to, she becomes a contender. But if she is to 
win, she will have to start making choices that weigh survival against humanity and life against 
love. 
 
Unwind by Neal Shusterman (Unwind #1) 
After America’s Second Civil War, the Pro-Choice and Pro-Life armies came to an agreement. 
According to their Bill of Life, human life may not be terminated from the moment of conception 
until the age of thirteen. But between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, the child may be gotten 
rid of by their parent through a process called “unwinding.” By repurposing a teen’s organs and 
other body parts in living recipients, the unwound child’s life doesn’t technically end. According 
to society’s leaders, unwinding leads to a healthier and safer community, as troublesome and 
unwanted teens are used for the greater good. Curtis is a rebel whose unwinding was ordered 
by his parents. Rita, a ward of the state, has been slated for unwinding due to cost cutting. And 
Lev, his parents’ tenth child, has been destined for unwinding since birth as a religious tithe. As 
their paths intersect, they start to fight for their own destinies. But do they stand a chance of 
escaping their fate or proving their lives are worth saving? 
 



The Program by Suzanne Young (The Program #1) 
Sloane knows better than to cry in front of anyone. With suicide now an international epidemic, 
one outburst could land her in The Program, the only proven course of treatment. Sloane’s 
parents have already lost one child; Sloane knows they’ll do anything to keep her alive. She 
also knows that everyone who’s been through The Program returns as a blank slate. Because 
their depression is gone—but so are their memories.  Under constant surveillance at home and 
at school, Sloane puts on a brave face and keeps her feelings buried as deep as she can. The 
only person Sloane can be herself with is James. He’s promised to keep them both safe and out 
of treatment, and Sloane knows their love is strong enough to withstand anything. But despite 
the promises they made to each other, it’s getting harder to hide the truth. They are both 
growing weaker. Depression is setting in.  And The Program is coming for them. 
 
The Electric Kingdom by David Arnold  
When a deadly Fly Flu sweeps the globe, it leaves a shell of the world that once was. Among 
the survivors are eighteen-year-old Nico and her dog, on a voyage devised by Nico's father to 
find a mythical portal; a young artist named Kit, raised in an old abandoned cinema; and the 
enigmatic Deliverer, who lives Life after Life in an attempt to put the world back together. As 
swarms of infected Flies roam the earth, these few survivors navigate the woods of 
post-apocalyptic New England, meeting others along the way, each on their own quest to find 
life and love in a world gone dark. The Electric Kingdom is a sweeping exploration of art, 
storytelling, eternal life, and above all, a testament to the notion that even in an exterminated 
world, one person might find beauty in another. 
 
Skyhunter by Marie Lu (Skyhunter #1) 
Strikers are loyal. With unparalleled, deadly fighting skills. With a willingness to do 
anything―including sacrifice their own lives―to defend Mara, the world’s last free nation. But to 
the very people she protects, Talin is seen as an outcast first and a Striker second. No matter 
what others think, Talin lets nothing distract her from keeping the evil Federation and its army of 
haunting, mutant beasts at bay. Until a mysterious prisoner shows up and disrupts Talin’s entire 
world. Is he a spy? A product of the Federation’s sinister experiments? The clock is ticking for 
Talin to unravel the prisoner’s secrets and discover whether he’s the weapon that will save―or 
destroy―them all. Explore the chilling realities of war and the power of hope in Skyhunter, with 
slow burn romance and nonstop action that will have you racing to the end. 
 
Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard (Red Queen #1) 
Mare Barrow's world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the 
Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a 
thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver court. Before the 
king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this 
impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess and betroths her to one 
of his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, she risks everything and uses 
her new position to help the Scarlet Guard—a growing Red rebellion—even as her heart tugs 
her in an impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her death, but in the dangerous 
game she plays, the only certainty is betrayal. 



Cinder by Marissa Meyer (The Lunar Chronicles #1) 
Humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New Beijing. A deadly plague ravages the 
population. From space, a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to make their move. No one 
knows that Earth's fate hinges on one girl. . . .Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She's a 
second-class citizen with a mysterious past, reviled by her stepmother and blamed for her 
stepsister's illness. But when her life becomes intertwined with the handsome Prince Kai's, she 
suddenly finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden attraction. 
Caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover secrets about her 
past in order to protect her world's future. With high-stakes action and a smart, resourceful 
heroine, Cinder is a Cinderella retelling that is at once classic and strikingly original. 
 
The Selection by Kiera Cass (The Selection #1) 
Prepare to be swept into a world of breathless fairy-tale romance, swoonworthy characters, 
glittering gowns, and fierce intrigue perfect for readers who loved Divergent, Delirium, or The 
Wrath & the Dawn. For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity 
to escape a rigid caste system, live in a palace, and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince 
Maxon. But for America Singer, being Selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her 
secret love with Aspen, who is a caste below her, and competing for a crown she doesn’t want.  
Then America meets Prince Maxon—and realizes that the life she’s always dreamed of may not 
compare to a future she never imagined. 

Rebelwing by Andrea Tang (Rebelwing #1) 
Things just got weird for Prudence Wu. One minute, she's cashing in on a routine smuggling 
deal. The next, she's escaping enforcers on the wings of what very much appears to be a 
sentient cybernetic dragon. Pru is used to life throwing her some unpleasant surprises--she 
goes to prep school, after all, and selling banned media across the border in a country with a 
ruthless corporate government obviously has its risks. But a cybernetic dragon? That's new.  
She tries to forget about the fact that the only reason she's not in jail is because some sort of 
robot saved her, and that she's going to have to get a new side job now that enforcers are on to 
her. So she's not exactly thrilled when Rebelwing shows up again. Even worse, it's become 
increasingly clear that the rogue machine has imprinted on her permanently, which means she'd 
better figure out this whole piloting-a-dragon thing--fast. Because Rebelwing just happens to be 
the ridiculously expensive weapon her government needs in a brewing war with its neighbor, 
and Pru's the only one who can fly it.  Set in a wonderfully inventive near-future Washington, 
D.C., this hilarious, defiant debut sparkles with wit and wisdom, deftly exploring media 
consumption, personal freedoms, and the weight of one life as Pru, rather reluctantly, takes to 
the skies. 
 
Sanctuary by Paola Mendoza and Abby Sher 
It's 2032, and in this near-future America, all citizens are chipped and everyone is tracked--from 
buses to grocery stores. It's almost impossible to survive as an undocumented immigrant, but 
that's exactly what sixteen-year-old Vali is doing. She and her family have carved out a stable, 
happy life in small-town Vermont, but when Vali's mother's counterfeit chip starts malfunctioning 
and the Deportation Forces raid their town, they are forced to flee. Now on the run, Vali and her 



family are desperately trying to make it to her tía Luna's in California, a sanctuary state that is 
currently being walled off from the rest of the country. But when Vali's mother is detained before 
their journey even really begins, Vali must carry on with her younger brother across the country 
to make it to safety before it's too late.  Gripping and urgent, co-authors Paola Mendoza and 
Abby Sher have crafted a narrative that is as haunting as it is hopeful in envisioning a future 
where everyone can find sanctuary. 
 
Cold the Night, Fast the Wolves by Meg Long  
A lone girl determined to survive. The feral wolf she must learn to trust. Only one chance to 
escape their icy planet: a race across the deadly tundra. Seventeen-year-old Sena Korhosen 
hates the sled race, especially after it claimed both her mothers' lives five years ago. Alone on 
her frozen planet, she makes money any other way she can--until she double-crosses a local 
gangster. Desperate to escape, Sena flees with his prized fighting wolf, Iska, and takes an offer 
from a team of scientists. They'll pay her way off-world, on one condition--that she uses the 
survival skills her mothers taught her to get them to the end of the race. But the tundra is a 
treacherous place. When the race threatens their lives at every turn, Sena must discover 
whether her abilities are enough to help them survive the wild, and whether she and Iska 
together are strong enough to get them all out alive. As the girl and the wolf forge a tenuous 
bond and fight to escape ice goblins, giant bears, and the ruthless gang leader intent on 
trapping them both, one question drives them relentlessly forward: Where do you turn when 
there is nowhere to hide? Cold the Night, Fast the Wolves is a captivating, breathless debut 
about survival and found family that delivers a fresh twist on classic survival stories. 
 
Alone Out Here by Riley Redgate  
The year is 2072. Soon a volcanic eruption will trigger catastrophic devastation, and the only 
way out is up. While the world’s leaders, scientists, and engineers oversee the frantic production 
of a space fleet meant to save humankind, their children are brought in for a weekend of touring 
the Lazarus, a high-tech prototype spaceship. But when the apocalypse arrives months ahead 
of schedule, First Daughter Leigh Chen and a handful of teens from the tour are the only ones 
to escape the planet. This is the new world: a starship loaded with a catalog of human artifacts, 
a frozen menagerie of animal DNA, and fifty-three terrified survivors. From the panic arises a 
coalition of leaders, spearheaded by the pilot’s enigmatic daughter, Eli, who takes the wheel in 
their hunt for a habitable planet. But as isolation presses in, their uneasy peace begins to 
fracture. The struggle for control will mean the difference between survival and oblivion, and 
Leigh must decide whether to stand on the side of the mission or of her own humanity. 
 
The Pledge by Kimberly Derting (The Pledge #1) 
In the violent country of Ludania, the language you speak determines what class you are, and 
there are harsh punishments if you forget your place—looking a member of a higher class in the 
eye can result in immediate execution. Seventeen-year-old Charlaina (Charlie for short) can 
understand all languages, a dangerous ability she’s been hiding her whole life. Her only place of 
release is the drug-filled underground club scene, where people go to shake off the oppressive 
rules of the world they live in. There, she meets a beautiful and mysterious boy who speaks a 
language she’s never heard, and her secret is almost exposed. Through a series of violent 



upheavals, it becomes clear that Charlie herself is the key to forcing out the oppressive power 
structure of her kingdom…. 
 
The Rule of One by Ashley Saunders (The Rule of One #1) 
In their world, telling the truth has become the most dangerous crime of all.  In the near-future 
United States, a one-child policy is ruthlessly enforced. Everyone follows the Rule of One. But 
Ava Goodwin, daughter of the head of the Texas Family Planning Division, has a secret—one 
her mother died to keep and her father has helped to hide for her entire life. She has an 
identical twin sister, Mira.  For eighteen years Ava and Mira have lived as one, trading places 
day after day, maintaining an interchangeable existence down to the most telling detail. But 
when their charade is exposed, their worst nightmare begins. Now they must leave behind the 
father they love and fight for their lives.  Branded as traitors, hunted as fugitives, and pushed to 
discover just how far they’ll go in order to stay alive, Ava and Mira rush headlong into a terrifying 
unknown. 

Impostors by Scott Westerfeld (Impostors #1) 
Frey and Rafi are inseparable . . . two edges of the same knife. But only one of them is ever 
seen in public.  Frey is Rafi's twin sister-and her body double. Their powerful father has many 
enemies, and the world has grown dangerous as the old order falls apart. So while Rafi was 
raised to be the perfect daughter, Frey has been taught to kill. Her only purpose is to protect her 
sister, to sacrifice herself for Rafi if she must.  When her father sends Frey in Rafi's place as 
collateral in a precarious deal, she becomes the perfect impostor. But Col, the son of a rival 
leader, is getting close enough to spot the killer inside her . . . . 

Delirium by Lauren Oliver (Delirium #1) 
In an alternate United States, love has been declared a dangerous disease, and the 
government forces everyone who reaches eighteen to have a procedure called the Cure. Living 
with her aunt, uncle, and cousins in Portland, Maine, Lena Haloway is very much looking 
forward to being cured and living a safe, predictable life. She watched love destroy her mother 
and isn't about to make the same mistake.  But with ninety-five days left until her treatment, 
Lena meets enigmatic Alex, a boy from the Wilds who lives under the government's radar. What 
will happen if they do the unthinkable and fall in love? 

Under the Never Sky by Veronica Rossi (Under the Never Sky #1) 
Fighting to survive in a ravaged world, a Dweller and a Savage form an unlikely alliance in New 
York Times bestselling author Veronica Rossi's "unforgettable dystopian masterpiece" 
(Examiner.com).  Exiled from her home, the enclosed city of Reverie, Aria knows her chances of 
surviving in the outer wasteland—known as The Death Shop—are slim. Then Aria meets an 
Outsider named Perry. He's wild—a savage—and her only hope of staying alive. A hunter for his 
tribe in a merciless landscape, Perry views Aria as sheltered and fragile—everything he would 
expect from a Dweller. But he needs Aria's help too; she alone holds the key to his redemption. 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury  
Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed book, 
along with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag never questions the destruction and 



ruin his actions produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred, who spends all 
day with her television “family.” But when he meets an eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who 
introduces him to a past where people didn’t live in fear and to a present where one sees the 
world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless chatter of television, Montag begins to 
question everything he has ever known. 


